
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  
Q. Is a subject GRE required for application?  

A. We do not require a subject GRE, mainly because it is very difficult for some 

international students to arrange to take it. If a student has taken it, we certainly want to 

see the score. It is of particular interest when the applicant does not have a degree in 

Physics.  

 

Q. What is the minimum GRE score to be admitted? 

A. The Physics Department does not have specific minimum scores for the GRE. The 

admissions committee prefers to look at the application package as a whole, including 

transcripts, letters of recommendation, etc.  

 

Q. Is there a minimum for the Test Of English as a 

Foreign Language (TOEFL)?  

A. The absolute minimum TOEFL score is 550 (paper based) or 213 (computer based) 

as set by the graduate school.  

 

Q. What kind of support is available for graduate 

students in Physics?  

A. Unless they indicate they have other support, students who are accepted in the 

Physics program are offered teaching assistantships to support them during the early part 

of their graduate education. Most Ph.D. students become research assistants while 

working on their thesis research. A few work as TA's during the summer. Current 

information on stipends is available by contacting the Administrative Manager. 
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Q. How does the cost of living near UNH compare to 

other parts of the United States?  

A. There are various advantages and disadvantages to attending schools in different 

parts of the USA. The small town versus big city debate will never end, but one 

advantage of small towns is that the cost of living is usually lower than in nearby large 

cities. In other words, the prices of things like housing and food will be lower, so you can 

live comfortably on less money.  The following web-site has a calculator for the salary 

you would need to have an equivalent living standard near different universities:  

http://www.homefair.com/  

Under "moving to a new state", click on "cost of living comparison". The closest town 

they list to UNH is Dover, NH.  

 

Q. What kind of work does a TA do? 

A. The majority of TA's work on lower level undergraduate courses under the 

supervision of a faculty member. Many TA's serve as laboratory instructors for large 

lecture courses. Some do only grading work. On average, TA's spend about 20 hours a 

week on their teaching duties.  

 

Q. Does the Physics Department admit students for the 

Spring Semester?  

http://www.homefair.com/


A. The Physics Department only rarely accepts students for Spring admission. It is 

better for students if they start in the Fall, given the order and availability of the courses 

they need to take.  

Q. I am an international student and have heard it is 

difficult to get a visa. What happens if I am admitted to 

UNH, try to come, but cannot get a visa?  

A. This is a difficult problem we have been facing over the last couple of years. Our 

practice has been to defer admission as long as there is a reasonable chance the student 

may get a visa.  

 

Q. How do I apply for graduate school in Physics at 

UNH?  

A. Potential students should contact the graduate admissions coordinator directly at 

physics.grad.info@unh.edu.  While it is possible to apply directly through the graduate 

school, the graduate admissions coordinator can help guide you through the process and 

answer questions  

 

Q. I want to study space science and see that there is a 

Space Science Center at UNH. What is its relationship 

with the Physics Department?  

A. Students in space science at UNH are enrolled in the Physics Department. All of the 

space science teaching faculty and nearly all of the research faculty hold joint 

appointments in Physics and the Space Science Center.  
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